





When a glass fuse is the right call

Use a glass tube fuse when:

B You want easy visual inspection in the field.

B The circuit is inherently current-limited (higher impedance sources, lower available fault current).

B Service speed matters (quick “is it blown? check).

A common OptiFuse example is the FSD 5x20mm glass fast-acting series fuse for IEC style applications.

When ceramic is the safer (and often required)
choice

Use a ceramic tube fuse when:

B Fault current could be meaningfully higher (more available energy)
B The design or legacy BOM calls for ceramic.

B You’re trying to reduce risk during hard shorts

OptiFuse highlights the FCD series as a compact, fast-acting ceramic option used for sensitive
electronics protection, with published high interrupt ratings.

Substitution rule of thumb

Ceramic - Glass: avoid unless you’'ve  Glass — Ceramic: Often acceptable if you
verified interrupt rating, voltage rating match all ratings/approvals and ensure the
(AC/DC), time-current behavior, approvals, holder/clip system is compatible.

and physical fit.
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